Ginza Alley Guide
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You know Ginza when you know
the alleys of Ginza

Let’s enjoy exploring the Ginza alleys that have changed in
response to the evolution of the town! The charm of Ginza is to be
found in the alleys. Your joy of knowing the city will double when you
go through them. Each ally has its own history—the history of its
birth and evolution that corresponds to Ginza’s own transformation
over the years. To know the city in depth, these colorful alleyways is
a must. So, do not hesitate and take your first step, and you will be
met with a fresh surprise. Go on! the Ginza alleys await you!
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1. Alleys that tell the history

Construction of the Ginza Brick Street, Great Kanto
Earthquake and Tokyo Air Raid, and the period of post-war
rapid economic growth. The alleys created in the different
periods are flourishing with diversity today.

1-1. The alleys where the alley pattern of Edo is resurrected
(Ginza 1-chome, Ginza 5-chome)

1-2. Long I-shaped alleys created during the brick street period
(Ginza 3-chome, Ginza 4-chome, Ginza 7-chome)

1-3. An L-shaped alley created in the early Showa era (Ginza 4-chome)

1-4.A short I-shaped alley, born out of a vacant lot created
by the building evacuation after the war (Ginza 8-chome)

1-5. Alleys piercing through the buildings that were created after
the rapid growth period (Ginza 5-chome, Ginza 8-chome)
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2. Alleys with Inari shrines

Many Inari shrines exist on the rooftop of buildings nowadays.
However, four beloved Inari shrines are still to be found in back alleys.

2-1. Alley with Saiwai Inari shrine (Ginza 1-chome)
2-2. Alley with Hodo Inari shrine (Ginza 4-chome)
2-3. Alley with Azuma Inari shrine (Ginza 5-chome)
2-4. Alley with Toyoiwa Inari shrine (Ginza 7-chome)
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3.Recommended alleys

There are alleys with hidden stories that correspond to the history
of the neighborhood. Learning such stories can enrich the
experiences of the people who pass through these narrow alleys.

3-1. Alleys where the old and new ones collaborate (Ginza 2-chome)
3-2.A newly born alley leading to a shrine (Ginza 4-chome)
3-3. A dead-end alley (Ginza 5-chome)

3-4.A T-shaped alley that retains the memory of Ginza as
a pleasure district (Ginza 8-chome)

3-5. Alleys as a labyrinth (Ginza 8-chome)

3-6.An alley where Japan's traditional print culture is cherished
(Ginza 8-chome)
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