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Ginza Echigoya

In 1780, this store was first established as a
Kimono maker in its present-day spot. In 1755,
the flagship store was established in Kyobashi,
selling indigo fabric. The son of the merchant
owner established the second to the present
spot to found in 1780.
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GINZA DAIKOKUYA

Founded 1800 in its present spot, they began
as a seller of edibles, but moved into ladies’
fashion after the war. Presently, they specialize
in handbags and women'’s apparel.
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MATSUZAKI SHOTEN

Established in 1804, this store moved here
from Shiba-gyoranzaka in 1865. Specializing in
confectionaries made from rice, they also
feature the sweet rice cracker, Kawara Senbei,
made using wheat flour.
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GINZA MIKAWAYA

Began business in 1867, selling accessories
for Kimono. Today, they produce traditional
seasonings and Edo slow food, such as Irizake
(the precursor to soy sauce: sake cooked with
pickled plum).
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TAKAHASHI TAILOR

Established in 1903. The oldest made-by-order
tailor in Ginza, they specialize in fine
gentlemen’s attire.
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Ginza Kimuraya

Began business in 1870 in Ginza, it is Japan’
s oldest bakery. They have been selling
Japan’s original sweet bean paste bread,
“Anpan”, baked with “sakadane” (yeast mash)
since 1874.
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Ginza Kikunoya

Founded in 1890 as a store selling Kabuki
Senbei (rice crackers) in Ginza. Today,
Kikunoya has status as one of Japan’s most
renowned traditional sweet specialty stores,
with “Fukiyose” - a product conceived in
around the 1920s, as one of its bestsellers.
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GINZA YOITAYA

Established in 1877. Full-time artisans,
specializing in custom cloth straps for both
wooden Geta sandals, and straw Zori sandals.
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TOKYO KYUKYODO

Opened in Ginza in 1880 as a specialty store for
fragrances, Japanese paper (washi), and
Japanese stationery. Their first location,
established in Kyoto in 1663, was a drugstore.
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CHIKUYOUTEI (main shop)

With a presence in Ginza since 1897, this
restaurant got its start near the end of the Edo
Period, as a grilled eel eatery. In 1866, they
changed their name to Chikuyotei. The flagship
restaurant has a Taisho Era look and feel.

GINZA CENTENARIANS

The district of Ginza was created by official decree of ruling Shogun, leyasu Tokugawa. Due
to a massive fire at the beginning of the Meiji Era, it was reborn as a city of brick buildings.
Even today, almost 150 years later, there you can find numerous businesses founded in the
Edo and Meiji periods, which survived the chaos of both natural disaster and war. In this
issue, we introduce some of the most beloved businesses in the Ginzadistrict, each
boasting a history of over 100 years—we proudly present the ‘Ginza Centenarians.’
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Ginza Tanizawa

In 1890 they opened a store in Ginza. In 1874
they opened Japan'’s first handbag store. At the
time, having no written character for kaban, or
‘handbag,” they combined the characters for

[# |[leather] and[ ‘3 J[wrap] to form the modern
character of[#8], or “handbag.”
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Gekkoso
Established in 1917, Gekkoso succeeded in
developing the first oil paints made entirely
in Japan, and is today an art supply store
specializing in original products. Akiko Yosano,
a Japanese author and poet, gave the store
its name.
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GINZA SEMBIKIYA

Established in 1894, it is first fruit parlor to open
in Japan. Its popular menu features “Fruits
Ponchi” their original take on fruit punch.
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Rengatei

Founded in 1895, this restaurant specializes in
Western-style food. Their menu was the first to
feature many Western-styled dishes, such as
fried pork Cutlets. The present location was
opened in 1964.
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Iwasaki Optician

This eyewear specialty store opened in 1895, at
its present location. Their symbol is the ancient
Egyptian Udjat, or Eye of Horus.
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Ginza Yasuda Shokeido
Established in 1792, Yasuda Shokeido is a
prestigious store specializing in the sale of
traditional Buddhist alters (butsudan), Buddhist
alter accessories (butsugu), and temple
accessories. With a history dating back over 230
years, Yasuda Shokeido originally began business
in the former Omi Province, but was later invited
by the Tokugawa Shogunate to be the supplier
of items for Buddhist worship to Daihonzan Z6jo-ji,
a Jodo-shi Buddhist temple located in Tokyo.
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Ginza Itoya

Established in 1904. Featuring the Romanized
display “STATIONARY” in English since its
beginning, a rarity at the time, this store
specializes in fine stationary.
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Hatsuko Endo

Japan's first comprehensive beauty salon
opened in 1905. Known for the variety of
high-quality bridal costumes, and luxurious
options on its beauty menu.
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seigetsudo honten

This Japanese confectionery was established in
1907, and still remains in the original location.
The land was initially chosen for the quality of its
onsite water well.
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Nakamura Katsuji

This printing company was established in 1910 .
They take great pride using printing presses of
the highest quality typesets.
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