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The History of Streets with No Sidewalks

Have you ever walked through Ginza and noticed that there are both “streets that have
sidewalks with a step” and “streets with no sidewalk”? Many of the streets that have
sidewalks with a step, such as Ginza-dori, Harumi-dori, Namiki-dori, and Hanatsubaki-dori,
are extremely old streets first developed in Japan by the Ginza district in 1612.

In contrast, “streets with no sidewalk” are new streets. In this case, “new” means that they
were established as “shindo” (literally “new street”; currently referred to as “streets with no
sidewalk”) as a portion of the gutter system for graywater passing along the boundary of the
Ginza area. This type of street was established as a fire prevention measure in Edo (the
former name for Tokyo) after the Great Fire of Meireki in 1657. “Konparu-dori,” “Azuma-dori,”
“Gasuto-dori of Ginza 3/4-Chome” and so on are all streets established soon after the Great
Fire of Meireki. Even afterwards, this type of street increased every time there was an
earthquake or fire. The streets referred to as “shindo“ were thoroughly established during
the period of brick-town construction, and are preserved in their original form to this day.
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Eleven unique streets
with no sidewalks

1.Ginza-Renga-dori St.

(Ginza 1 through 4-Chome), Year of Naming: 2009
In the Meiji era (1868 - 1912), Ginza was a place
that could be described using words such as
“brick buildings,” “colonnades,” and “gas lanterns,”
and was reminiscent of a town somewhere in
Europe. However, insofar as street names are
concerned, “Gasuto” (gas lantern”) was the only
one used which described characteristics of this
distinct architecture period in the district’s history.
Perhaps it was because bricks had become such a
given in Ginza that those responsible for naming
the streets consciously made an unspoken decision
not to use the word “brick” in the street names.
This taboo passed however, and in 2009, the
street one behind Namiki-dori spanning Ginza 1
through 4-Chome was named “Ginza-Renga-dori”
(“Ginza “Brick” Street” in English). This street
emerged amidst the Ginza brick city construction
phase itself. Since its name changed, Ginza-
Renga-dori seems to have become a more a more
refined and picturesque street.

2. Ginza-Gasuto-dori St.

(Ginza Gas Lantern Street) (Ginza 1 through
4-Chome), Year of Naming: 1993,

Renamed “Kanze-dori St. (2-Chome)” in 2004
Ginza-Gasuto-dori extending from Ginza 3 to
4-Chome was established as a “shindo”
between the time of the Great Fire of Meireki
and the Genroku Imperial Era (1688 through
1704). Other new streets were also formed
during the Edo Period. The name “Ginza-Gasuto-
dori St.” was finalized in 1993. At the same time,
four replicas of gas lanterns used on Ginza-dori
since 1874 were installed. These even run on
real gas. When onlookers gaze into the flames of
these lanterns, they almost feel as though they
have been transported back in time to the
Ginza-dori of the late 1800s.

3. Taimei-dori St.

(Ginza 6-Come), Year of Naming: 1999

The area around Taimei-dori was part of a
rezoning project in the wake of the 1923 Great
Kanto Earthquake. The area was widened, a
modern-style school, Taimei Elementary, was
built, and narrow lanes were opened up along
Miyuki-dori. Perhaps because the school
symbolized the community’s restoration, the
locals felt a deep attachment to the word
“Taimei,” and in 1999, the name “Taimei-dori
St.” was announced.

4.Sukiya-dori St.

(Ginza 5 through 6-Chome), Year of Naming: 2009
Sukiya-dori was abolished once after the Great
Fire of Meireki and then restored during the
phase of brick city construction. In the early
Edo Period (17th century), Sukiyaki-dori was a
magnificent street on par with the likes of
Ginza-dori and Namiki-dori, making it worthy of
the “dori” street status. Named after the old
town name “Sukiya-cho,” the title of
“Sukiya-dori” does seem to be a most fitting
one for this street.

5.SONY-dori St.

(Ginza 5-Chome), Year of Naming: 1988
“SONY-dori” earned its name due to the fact
that the Sony Building used to be located here
and because Sony Corporation invested a
significant sum to improve the streetscape here.
It might be fun to think about the deeply-rooted
ties between various companies and the Ginza
district.

6. Nishi Gobangai-dori St.

(Ginza 5-Chome), Year of Naming: 1988

The classic film, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, starring
Audrey Hepburn was released in 1961. The
opening scene of the movie, in which Audrey
Hepburn enjoys breakfast while window
shopping at Tiffany’s on New York’s Fifth
Avenue is unforgettable. No doubt somebody
shouted out “We must name this street
Gobangai! (Fifth Avenue)”. The street, having its
name finalized even earlier than the opening of
the first Tiffany & Co. on Ginza-dori, made
Ginza-dori feel like New York’s “Fifth Avenue,”
and was also given the name “Nishi” (West) due
to its location in West Ginza.

7. Ginza Suzuran-dori St.

(Ginza 5 through 7-Chome), Year of Naming: 1988
Many streets in Japan include the name
“Suzuran,” which means “Lily of the Valley” in
English. However, the “Suzuran-dori” situated
behind Ginza-dori stands out from the rest as
the location of various festivals and events
every year. With its occasions of live music
performances and stalls lining the street like a
temple festival; Suzuran-dori condenses the
front and back of Ginza in one despite being a
small street. Often, Suzuran-dori becomes a
pedestrian-priority zone in the afternoon. As if
in conflict with its parallel street of Ginza-dori,
Suzuran-dori can be described as being
powerful in its own unique way.

8. Kenban-dori St.

(Ginza 8-Chome), Year of Naming: 2009

In the late Edo Period (mid-19th century),
Konparu-dori and Kenban-dori in Ginza
8-Chome were lined with geisha houses.
“Kenban” had an administrative role of
overseeing the kagai and still exists today in
Shinbashi Kaikan Building on the corner where
Hanatsubaki-dori and Kenban-dori intersect. It
wasn’t until relatively later in 2009 that the
name Kenban-dori was settled upon as a
nickname for the Chuo ward street, however
people have warmed to it, as though the name
has been used since long ago.

9. Konparu-dori St.

(Ginza 8-Chome), Year of Naming: 1988

The grand residences of Noh theatre
performers directly affiliated with the Edo
shogunate were outside the jurisdiction of the
town. The Konparu Residence once located at
Ginza 8-Chome was relocated to Kojimachi
Zenkokujidani (present-day 3/4-Chome
Kojimachi, Chiyoda ward), however the former
site became a kagai district utilizing special
privilege. The geisha that worked there were
known as “Konparu Geisha.”

Once Japan entered its Meiji era (1868
onwards), the area became characterized by
brick buildings, but this Konparu Geisha district
continued to operate. The Great Kanto
Earthquake of 1923 ignited a fire that burnt the
entire area to the ground, sparing just a single
brick wall. This brick wall was dug up at a
building construction site in 1988 and part of it
used to erect a monument dedicated to the
former brick city area on Konparu-dori. On hot
summer days, Konparu-dori transforms into a
Noh theatre stage hosting Takigi-noh, or night
theatre, making the name “Konparu” truly shine.

10. Azuma-dori St.

(Ginza 1 through 5-Chome), Year of Naming: 1988
The characters “58” (East) and “F§” (West) are
used in the names of Ginza town associations.
This dates back to 1930, when the former town
names were consolidated, and the area was
divided into “East Ginza,” “Ginza,” and “West
Ginza.” This street name comes from the
present-day “Higashi Chokai” (East Town
Association) , and the Azuma Odori (Azuma
being another reading for the “East” kanji
character. Azuma Odori is a performance put on
by the Tokyo Shimbashi Union (a union for
geisha and traditional Japanese restaurants).
This nomenclature conveys the stylish aspect of
Ginza. Mihara Koji Lane, which branches off of
Azuma-dori, is where Azuma Inari Shrine is located.

11. Shigaraki-dori St.

(Ginza 8-Come), Year of Naming: 1990

On the southernmost end of Shigaraki-dori
stands a monument dedicated to Shiba-guchi
Gomon (Shiba-guchi Gate). Shiba-guchi Gomon
was constructed in 1710 in line with the 8th
Joseon mission to Japan of 1711.

Back when Shiba-guchi Gomon still stood, there
was a place of respite named “Shigaraki Tea
House” located over Shimbashi, just outside
the gate. Even after Shiba-guchi Gomon was
gone, the tea house was depicted in Edo
Meisho Zue, an illustrated guide describing
famous places, prepared in the late Edo period
(mid-19th century), and was clearly a
flourishing place. The street in front of
Shigaraki Tea House was known as “Shigaraki
Shinmichi.” That name was revived in the
modern era to be used in the naming of
“Shigaraki-dori.”
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@ Indian Cuisine Gurgaon Ginza:Authentic curry house recognized by curry ﬂ g:ﬂﬁ‘iﬁf;ﬁm . howa-dori Ave. '7
enthusiasts Ginza 1-6-13 g
® Sake no Ana :A hidden spot for Japanese Sake. Ginza3-3-1 5F
@ Cantina Siciliana:A place to enjoy casual Sicilian dining Ginza 6-2-6 m PER V.S AN
® Ginza Sushiko Honten:A famous Edo-mae zushi (nigirizushi) restaurant Photo Spot
continuing to carve history in Ginza Ginza 6-3-8 ® REXb = BTL/ AR
® Hachidaime Gihe-e:Kyoto traditional-style dining offering patrons delicious MarunouchiLine
Japanese traditional meals with meticulously-prepared rice Ginza 5-4-15 G iﬁ?‘iill‘ O $REEAR
® Neboke:Over a century-old, Neboke specializes in Tosa (Kochi region) cuisine and offers ij_a Line »
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presenting tempura drawing out the deliciousness of each ingredient with masterful
culinary techniques Ginza 8-6-3 B1

@® Bar Enji:A bar to savor original food infused with smoked flavors in the evening Ginza 8-7-7
@ Tricolore Honten:Ginza’s long-established café exuding atmosphere reminiscent
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® boB the garden: Cafe dining where you can enjoy canele. Ginza 8-9-15 11F



